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the command of Sir Thomas Hardy. Divine ser-
vice was performed by the Rev. Mr. Davy, a Church
Missionary, who, with his wife, was bound to
Sierra Leone, to perform the duties of a missionary
and teacher to the liberated Africans; his wife
taking upon herself to instruct the female part of
that community. The following day, in 36| deg.
N. lat., we saw several flying fish, which I men-
tion merely because it was thought to be very
unusual to see them so far to the northward.

On Wednesday, the 8th of August, we came in
sight of Porto Santo. The first appearance of land
always produces a degree of interest in the ship even
to sailors, but to passengers it is generally the
cause of great excitement. In the afternoon we
saw Madeira,^" and on the following day we rounded
the west end of the island, and stood for Funchal
Roads, having passed along the north side in order
that Captain Owen might ascertain its length,
which he found to be thirty-four miles ; this was
precisely the same distance that he had calculated
it to be on a former measurement. He had taken
this trouble a second time, in consequence of some
navigator having expressed a different opinion on
the subject. In the evening we anchored in thirty-
six fathoms water, the Loo Rock bearing N. by E,
We found a Portuguese sloop of war and several
small merchant vessels lying here. The next

* Madeira received its name in consequence of being covered with
ood; the word " madeira" in the Portuguese signifying timber.